Supporting Transition Planning in Early Care and Education Settings


Glossary for Early Childhood Transition 

Admissions and Release Committee (ARC) -  A committee responsible for making decisions about the identification, evaluation, placement, and provision of a free appropriate public education for a child or youth with disabilities.  Parents of the child or youth are always members of this committee.

Child Find – Activities each local school district (with community partners as appropriate) completes to locate, identify, and evaluate each child or youth, age birth through twenty-one, within the district’s geographical boundaries.

Confidentiality – The protection of the privacy of all personally identifiable information and records of a child or youth.

Due Process – A system that guarantees each individual equal protection and treatment under the law. It addresses the steps, which assure the right of the child with a disability and the parents to be fully informed and included in any decisions, which affect the education of the child or youth.

Due Process Hearing – A hearing requested by parents of a child with a disability or the school district to settle a disagreement about the identification, evaluation, placement, or the provision of a free appropriate public education.

Evaluation – A process of gathering information about the educational needs and abilities of a child through individual tests, review of records, behavioral observations, interviews, and rating scales.

Early Intervention – Services for infants and toddlers (birth through 2 years of age) and their families. Early Intervention services are funded under Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and Kentucky’s Early Intervention System (as lead agency) provides services through First Steps providers with the Commission for Special Health Care Needs.

Eligible – Child meets certain requirements to qualify for services.

Evaluation – A process of gathering information about the educational needs and abilities of a child through individual tests, review of current existing records from sending agency, behavioral observations, interviews, and rating scales. 

IDEA – Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Part B. The purpose of the law is to make sure that all children with disabilities, who are between the ages of 3 through 21, have available to them a free appropriate public education (FAPE). IDEA includes special education (specially designed instruction and related services) designed to meet the unique needs of a child or youth with disabilities. In Kentucky, the Local Education Agency is the lead agency to serve children with Disabilities 3-21 years.

Inclusion – The practice of including children with disabilities in settings/activities that are appropriate for their non-disabled peers.

Individual Education Program (IEP) – A written plan of action developed by an Admissions and Release Committee (ARC) to meet the specially designed instruction and related service needs of a child with a disability.

Individual Family Service Plan (IFSP) – A written plan of action developed by an initial IFSP team comprised of the parent, the Point of Entry (POE) and the Primary Service Coordinator (PSC) with First Steps, therapist, and other providers.  The IFSP addresses child needs and the family resources, priorities and concerns related to identified developmental needs of the child.

Initial Service Coordinator (ISC) – A staff person at the First Steps Point of Entry who accepts and acts upon a referral for possible early intervention services.  The ISC gathers information, coordinates evaluation, and facilitates the IFSP process for a child and family for the first 45 days following referral.

Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) – This is the educational setting in which a child with a disability can learn effectively, based upon unique needs and capabilities, and interact with similar age peers who are not disabled.

Local Education Agency (LEA) – often referred to as the “district”. This is the lead agency to serve children with disabilities age 3 through 21 for the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Native Language – The language used in the home for communication by the parent and child.

Natural Environment – mean settings and service delivery systems that are natural or typical for the family and for the child’s same-age peers who have no disability.  This includes the home and other community settings in which children without disabilities participate and are natural learning environments where children experience everyday, typically occurring learning opportunities that promote and enhance their development.

Parent – A parent, a guardian, a person acting as a parent of a child, a permanent foster parent or a surrogate parent appointed by the local school district.

Primary Service Coordinator (PSC) – A service provider in the First Steps early intervention system who is chosen by the family at the initial IFSP meeting to coordinate and monitor the delivery of services for their child and themselves, facilitate the IFSP reviews, serve as a resource, and coordinate the transition of their child from First Steps to the next service setting at age three.

Placement – The location where the individual education program (IEP) for an individual child with a disability is implemented.  Schools are required to provide a continuum of placement options. For a preschooler with special needs, these options may include a community program such s Head Start, a private childcare or a segregated early childhood special education classroom. Decisions regarding placement are made after the development of the IEP at that meeting.

Point of Entry (POE) – The centralized office that accepts referrals for possible entry into the First Steps early intervention system and is responsible for child find public awareness in the district.  A Point of Entry office is located in each of the 15 Area Development Districts (ADDS) in Kentucky.  Each Point of Entry is jointly staffed by one or more registered nurses and one or more developmental/family specialists.

Preschool Education – Programs for young children that focus on the cognitive (thinking), language/ communication, physical (motor development, self-help/adaptive behavior), and social and emotional development of a child.

Receiving Agency – Agency/program that “receives” a child after he or she exits early intervention services. For the provision of free and appropriate public education (FAPE) the local school district is the receiving agency. For program placement, a community based preschool, Head Start program, or childcare may also be considered a potential receiving agency.

Referral – A written request for a child to be individually tested to determine if the child has an educational disability and needs specially designed instruction and related services. This referral (or initiation of referral) will be completed by the sending agency as deemed within this interagency agreement.

Screening – A tool used by the provider to determine potential areas of concern regarding the need for further testing or referral.

Sending Agency – Early intervention program, may also be called the referring agency. (Could be First Steps, a private program, a therapist with the hospital, Early Head Start, etc)

Special Education – The specially designed instruction that meets the unique needs of a child with a disability that is provided at no cost to parents or guardians.

Specially Designed Instruction – Modifications or alterations in instructional methods, techniques, materials, media, or content, needed for a child with a disability to meet the IEP goals and objectives.

Surrogate Parent – A person assigned by the school district or First Steps to represent a child with a disability when the natural parents or guardian are not known or cannot be located or when the child is a ward of the state.

Transition Plan – A written plan for children with a disability, which will assist them in the process of changing from one program to another. The transition plan from First Steps into Preschool is written during the Transition Conferences and is a part of the IFSP Review.
Kentucky Early Childhood Acronyms & Program Descriptions

Agencies

CBSFS

Community Based Services for Family Support

CBSPP
Community Based Services for Protection and Permanency

CCCC
Community Child Care Council

CCR&R
Child Care Resource & Referral Agency
CCSHCN

Commission for Children with Special Health Care Needs

CHR


Cabinet for Human Resources

DCP


Disabled Children’s Program

DHS


Department for Health Services

DMH/MR

Department for Mental Health/Mental Retardation Services

DMS


Department for Medicaid Services

DSI


Department for Social Insurance

DSS


Department for Social Services

EHS


Early Head Start

ICC


Interagency Coordinating Council

FRC


Family Resource Center

FRYSC

Family Resource Youth Services Center

FS


First Steps

GOECD

Governor’s Office of Early Childhood Development

HS


Head Start

HD


Health Department

KACCRRA

Kentucky Association of Child Care Resource & Referral Agencies

KATS


Kentucky Assistive Technology Services

KDE


Kentucky Department of Education

KECTP

Kentucky Early Childhood Transition Project

KEIS


Kentucky Early Intervention System

KHSCO

Kentucky Head Start Collaboration Office

KHSA


Kentucky Head Start Association

KSB


Kentucky School for the Blind

KSD


Kentucky School for the Deaf

Ky-SPIN

Kentucky Special Parent Involvement Network

LEA


Local Education Agency

MCH


Maternal Child Health

PINK


Parent Information Network of Kentucky

PIPC


Preschool Interagency Planning Council

PRC


Parent Resource Center

VIPS


Vision Impaired Preschool Services

LAWS

ADA


Americans with Disabilities Act

IDEA


Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

KERA


Kentucky Education Reform Act

SERVICES

ARC


Admissions and Release Committee

EPSDT

Early Periodic Screening Diagnosis and Treatment

IEP


Individual Education Program

IFSP


Individual Family Service Plan

OT


Occupational Therapy

PT


Physical Therapy

SLP


Speech Language Pathologist

SSI


Supplemental Security Income

DISABILITY TERMS USED IN LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS  

DD


Developmental Delay (3 through 8 years)

CD


Communication disorder (or speech/language)

VI


Visual impairment (blind and partially sighted)

DB


Deaf-blind (both sensory impairments)

EBD


Emotional/behavioral disabilities

MMD


Mild mental disability (previously educable mentally handicapped)

FMD
Functional mental disability (previously trainable and severe/profound handicap)

OHI
Other health impaired (includes such health conditions as attention deficit disorder (ADD), attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), heart conditions, epilepsy, AIDS, etc.)

OI/PD
Orthopedic impairment or physically disabled

TBI
Traumatic brain injury



SLD


Specific learning disabilities
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