Transition Activities for Preschool Teachers     

Transition planning begins with the first contact a teacher has with the child and family.   It is not a one time event, but rather a process that takes place throughout the year. This “pick & choose” list provides preschool teachers with an array of transition activities that can be implemented throughout the year. These activities can strengthen communication and continuity among the family, preschool and the elementary school program.  This list is only the beginning.  As you help transition children to elementary school, you should add your own creative ideas and share them with others!

Communication
 Communication between preschool and elementary school program staff is important not only in developing a shared sense of ideas about the preparation of preschoolers for elementary school, but also in providing information for the receiving program teachers about the social/emotional development and learning styles of the children who will be entering their programs. The following are some communication strategies you might want to use:

  •
Participate in cross program visitation. For example, preschool teachers may visit the elementary programs in the fall while the elementary school teachers may visit the preschool programs in the spring. This time can be used for observation and interaction with children, with additional time at the end of the day for teachers to exchange information. 

  •
Exchange telephone numbers and best times to contact each other.

  •
Ask the elementary teachers what information would be most beneficial to them concerning the children, and use that outline to send written summaries (with parent permission). Remember to follow local and state confidentiality procedures.

  •
If your community does not participate in cross program visitation, videotape activities early in the year. Then in April, provide this tape (with parent knowledge) to the receiving elementary teachers, and offer a follow-up time for discussion.

Transition Skill Assessment and Child Preparation

Important transition skills include social, behavioral and functional skills in the areas of classroom rules, work skills, communication, social skills and self-management. Although the acquisition of these skills is not a requirement for entering the elementary school program, children with these skills and abilities tend to make the adjustment into the new setting more successfully. Following are some strategies for preparing children:

  •
Assess current skill level and determine skills the child will need in the elementary program (e.g., Helpful Entry Level Skills Checklist - Revised by Project STEPS). Include families in the assessment process and give them ideas to use at home.

  •
If the child has a disability, include transition goals and objectives on the Individualized Education Program Plan (IEP).

  •
Provide instructional strategies that will facilitate acquisition of these skills within routine daily activities (Project STEPS has an Instructional Strategies Manual that gives many ideas).

